Parish of Saint Columbanus, Loughlinstown
Prayer For Grandparents
Lord Jesus,
you were born of the Virgin Mary,
the daughter of Saints Joachim and Anne.
Look with love on grandparents the world over.
Protect them! They are a source of enrichment
for families, for the Church and for all of society.
Support them! As they grow older,
may they continue to be for their families
strong pillars of Gospel faith,
guardians of noble domestic ideals,
living treasuries of sound religious traditions.
Make them teachers of wisdom and courage,
that they may pass on to future generations the fruits
of their mature human and spiritual experience.

Lord Jesus,
help families and society
to value the presence and role of grandparents.
May they never be ignored or excluded,
but always encounter respect and love.
Help them to live serenely and to feel welcomed
in all the years of life which you give them.
Mary, Mother of all the living,
keep grandparents constantly in your care,
accompany them on their earthly pilgrimage,
and by your prayers, grant that all families
may one day be reunited in our heavenly
homeland,
where you await all humanity
for the great embrace of life without end.
Amen!
~Pope Benedict XVI

*****************************************************************************************************

Tuesday 26th July - The Feast of Saints Joachim and Anne
Mass that day will be said for all Grandparents and the Elderly
Mass Time Change For Next Friday
There will be a change of time to next Friday’s Mass, 29th July.
Parishioners will be notified of the arranged time at Mass on Wednesday.
*****************************************************************************************************

Dear friends,
“In old age they will bear Fruit” (Ps 92:15).
These words of the Psalmist are glad tidings, a true “Gospel” that we proclaim to all on this second World Day for
Grandparents and the Elderly.
They run counter to what the world thinks about this stage of life, but also to the attitude of grim resignation shown by
some of us elderly people, who harbour few expectations for the future.
Our world is passing through a time of trial and testing, beginning with the sudden, violent outbreak of the pandemic,
and then by the war that is harming peace and development on a global scale. Nor is it a coincidence that war is
returning to Europe at a time when the generation that experienced it in the last century is dying out. These great crises
risk anaesthetizing us to the reality of other “epidemics” and other widespread forms of violence that menace the human
family and our common home.
All this points to the need for profound change, a conversion, that disarms hearts and leads us to see others as our
brothers or sisters. We grandparents and elderly people have a great responsibility: to teach the women and men of our
time to regard others with the same understanding and loving gaze with which we regard our own grandchildren. We
ourselves have grown in humanity by caring for others, and now we can be teachers of a way of life that is peaceful and
attentive to those in greatest need. This attitude may be mistaken for weakness or resignation, yet it will be the meek,
not the aggressive and the abusive, who will inherit the earth (cf.Mt 5:5)
Dear grandparents, dear elderly persons, we are called to be artisans of the revolution of tenderness in our world! Let us
do so by learning to make ever more frequent and better use of the most valuable instrument at our disposal and, indeed,
the one best suited to our age: prayer. “Let us too become, as it were, poets of prayer: let us develop a taste for finding
our own words, let us once again take up those taught by the Word of God”.
Our trustful prayer can do a great deal: it can accompany the cry of pain of those who suffer, and it can help change
hearts. We can be “the enduring ‘chorus’ of a great spiritual sanctuary, where prayers of supplication and songs of
praise sustain the community that toils and struggles in the field of life”
~ Extract from a message from Pope Francis to Grandparents and the Elderly
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